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MEDIA STATEMENT
07 APRIL 2022
MAKANA LM AND SBDM MEET TO STRENGTHEN WORKING RELATIONS
Makana Local Municipality initiated an important meeting to revive and strengthen the working relationship between itself and the Sarah Baartman District Municipality.
The meeting took place at the Settler’s Monument in Makhanda on Tuesday, 05 April 2022. Political and administrative leadership of both municipalities were in attendance to exchange ideas and come up with a clear way forward. 
Section 88 of the Local Government: Structures Act, 1998, calls for cooperation between district and local municipalities that:- 
• A district municipality and local municipalities within the area of that district municipality must co-operate with one another by assisting and supporting each other; 
• A district municipality on request by a local municipality within its area may provide financial, technical and administrative support services to that local municipality to the extent that that district has the capacity to provide those support services; 
• A local municipality may provide financial, technical or administrative support services to another local municipality within the area of the same district municipality to the extent that it has the capacity to provide those support services, if the district municipality or that local municipality so requests; 
• The MEC for local government in a province must assist a district municipality to provide support services to a local municipality.
The discussions in the meeting were mostly centered on this cooperation with the anticipation that the SBDM will assist Makana LM with some of the challenges that it faces. Part of what the meeting sought to do was to unpack the District’s support to local municipalities in general and how that support is measured. SBDM Executive Mayor Councillor Deon De Vos said it was important for the District Municipality not to assume that it needs to bring solutions but to work with local municipalities and canvass support for them subject to their respective needs. 
Various issues of concern were raised during the meeting. These included poor communication with residents and stakeholders, three consecutive disclaimers from the Auditor General’s Office, water supply challenges, illegal dumping, the state of the road network, sewer spillages and court cases against the municipality. 
Many encouraging developments and plans were also discussed during the meeting, such as progress in discussions regarding the rehabilitation of the taxi routes around Makhanda, clearing of illegal dumping sites, the fact that the Eskom arrear debt has finally been paid off, progress regarding funding for the upgrade of informal settlements.  
Commenting on some of the issues raised in the meeting Makana LM Executive Mayor Councillor Yandiswa Vara thanked the District Municipality for their ongoing support, adding that this needed to be strengthened even more going forward. The Executive Mayor said the following about some of the issues:
· Makana needs to pull up its socks in dealing with some of the issues it has been taken to court for and get the District to assist to resolve these
· Positive District audit outcomes must trickle down to the local municipalities and translate into positive audit outcomes for local municipalities
· Makana LM has already commenced a process to strengthen its communication strategies and will seek assistance from the District and GCIS
· Ensure that all of the issues identified (positive and negative) during the meeting be followed up and be reported back on in the next meeting
· Ensure that relations between the District and Makana LM are strengthened and continue to partner to resolve existing challenges 
· SBDM and Makana LM need to do more to support the National Arts Festival and local artists

The physical National Arts Festival (NAF) will take place in Makhanda from 23 June to 3 July 2022. The 48th edition of the NAF will return to its live format in June following two years of being hosted online due to the Covid-19 pandemic. According to a statement from the NAF “The Village Green will be back in action with food trucks, craft vendors and a festive outdoor seating area for warming up winter bodies in the sunshine between shows. Despite the lockdown years, Makhanda’s restaurant scene is still robust and growing – and The Long Table will be back, as the town welcomes the return of their valued annual visitors.” 
Makana LM has met with the NAF organisers and various stakeholders via the NAF Joint Operations Committee (JOC) to discuss issues that need to be addressed to ensure the festival runs smoothly. 
 

Enquiries: Mr Anele Mjekula 083 768 0515 or amjekula@makana.gov.za
Issued by the Makana Communications Office.
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