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MEDIA STATEMENT
17 JUNE 2021
PROTESTS RESUME IN MAKHANDA
Makana Local Municipality would like to appeal to the protesting residents to allow businesses and essential services to operate while they exercise their Constitutional right to protest for services. The Municipality would like to reassure the residents of Makana Local Municipality that work is being done to address the challenges they have raised. A status report is attached reflecting some of the work that has been done.
Protesting residents in Makhanda have barricaded roads with burning tyres and rubble. Schools have sent children back home and some businesses have been forced to close as some workers were chased out of their work places. 

This morning, 17, June 2021, residents of Makhanda woke up to burning tyres and barricaded roads. The protests drew mixed reactions on social media as stranded commuters and drivers voiced their frustration about the situation.

Municipal services have also come to grinding halt due to the ongoing protests. Refuse Collection has been suspended for safety reasons. 

Water supply valves could not be opened in a number of areas today due blocked roads. The following valves remain unopened:
· Inlet for Tantyi Reservoir (Fingo, Raglan Road, Ndancama, Scotch Farm, part of Vukani and part of Tantyi)
· Hoogenoeg (Hoogenoeg area, Andrew Hembro, Schnell Street and Trollope Extension)

· Transit Camp valve (Transit Camp, Extension 6 and 7).

Municipal workers, including essential services are not at work. This means even attending to emergency situations like electrical faults, breakdowns, leaks, sewer spillages, etc., is impractical. 
Executive Mayor Councillor Mzukisi Mpahlwa has appealed for calm. “I appeal to the community to make sure that the protest must happen within the prescripts of the law and that community property should not be destroyed in the process of protesting,” the Executive Mayor said.

Last month angry protesters set alight two municipal buildings (City Hall and Housing Department) and the Post Office in Joza. 
Minimal damage was done to all these buildings because the protesters used tyres to start the fires at the entrances. Apart from damage on the doors nothing else was damaged. 
The Municipality will keep the community updated about progress on the issues that were raised by the protesting residents. 

ENDS

Issued by the Makana Communications Office.
Enquires: 

Mr Anele Mjekula, Acting Media and Communications Officer Makana Municipality at 083 768 0515.
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