
The long-awaited return of the live National
Arts Festival (NAF), following a two-year
break, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, got
off to chilly start on Thursday, 23 June.
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MAKANA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY
WELCOMES THE RETURN OF THE
LIVE FESTIVAL

Scores of excited
locals braved a rainy
Thursday evening to
witness the much-
anticipated live
opening of Africa’s
biggest arts festival in
June. The SAPS
kicked-off the
festivities with a
parade in front of the
City Hall in High Street
on Thursday. 

This was followed by a press conference to brief the media
about preparations, progress and plans for the NAF.

Opening media briefing

Music and dance to
open the Festival

Great perfomances all
around

Makana Local Municipality

Continued on page 2...
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... from page 1

Dignitaries in town for the opening of the NAF included National Assembly Speaker
Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, MEC of Social Development Siphokazi Mani-Lusithi, Outgoing
NAF Chairperson Ayanda Mjekula, Deputy Provincial Commissioner Brandi Majikijela,
Sarah Baartman District Municipality Mayor Councillor Deon de Vos, Makana Local
Municipality Executive Mayor Councillor Yandiswa Vara, Council Speaker Mabhuti
Matyumza and more.

BACK WITH A BANG!

Speaking at the opening ceremony
the Executive Mayor said Makana
Municipality’s relationship with the
National Arts Festival is unwavering
and unshakable. “The economy of this
area gets an injection that runs to
millions every year from the NAF.
Local people are guaranteed jobs
every year during the National Arts
Festival, local artists get to be exposed
and taught new artistic skills through
the various workshops that run during
the festival and children are treated to
variety of kiddies show.”
Department of Health Minister, Joe
Phaahla, on Wednesday repealed the
several COVID-19 regulations relating
to the wearing of face masks,
gatherings and persons entering the
country.

As the Festival dropped its requirements for compulsory wearing of masks, CEO Monica
Newton said that the biggest win for the arts and events industries was a much needed
return to normal. “Operating at 50% capacity was completely unsustainable for most
festivals, theatres and sports events unless they passed the lost revenue onto the
customer in the form of higher ticket prices – which would ultimately decrease access to
only a small demographic. This good news is an auspicious start to the 2022 National Arts
Festival and, we hope, the beginning of a much needed rejuvenation of the arts.”

Department of Social Development MEC Ms
Siphokazi Mani-Lusithi; NAF Board Member Dr
Siphiwo Mahala and NAF CEO Ms Monica
Newton.

Locals were
thoroughly
entertained on the
opening day of the
National Arts Festival 
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NELSON MANDELA DAY
PROGRAMME

Makana Local Municipality would like to thank all the stakeholders who supported our
International Nelson Mandela Day initiative. We truly appreciate their support. Makana

Local Municipality Executive Mayor, Cllr Yandiswa Vara organised different stakeholders
to assist a destitute family of four on Nelson Mandela Day, 18 July 2022. The family is
made up of a bed-ridden mother and her three young children, who live in appalling

conditions in Joza. The Executive Mayor is led a diverse group of stakeholders in the aim
of providing much-needed support to the struggling family. A special event was hosted

by Makana Local Municipality at the home of the family in Joza on 18 July 2022.
 

Makana Local Municipality welcomes the commitment of all the stakeholders who
have supported this event to ensure that it was a success. 

 

LENDING A HELPING HAND
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The Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT)
Regional Enterprise Development unit in partnership with Makana Municipality, identified the
need to raise awareness and share information on business opportunities and revive the youth's
spirit in SMME development during Youth Month. Young people were invited to an information
session on Wednesday, 15 June 2022. 
Stakeholders such as NYDA, SARS, SEDA, SEFA, NHBRC and ECDC presented their services and
funding opportunities for emerging businesses.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE



The Sarah Baartman District Municipality (SBDM) in conjunction with the Eastern Cape Provincial Disaster
Management Centre (EC-PDMC) a directorate within the Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional
Affairs (COGTA) hereby advises that due to the Veld Fire Season and prevailing drought conditions no burning or
open fires as defined are permitted as follows:
• Makana Municipality as from 1 July 2022 until 31 October 2022
• Kouga – and Koukamma Municipalities as from 1 November 2022 until 28 February 2023;
• Ndlambe as from 1 November 2022 until 28 February 2023;
• Sundays River Valley Municipalities as from 1 November 2022 until 31 January 2023;
• Dr Beyers Naude Municipality as from 1 August 2022 until 31 March 2023;
• Blue Crane Route Municipality as from 1 August 2022 until 30 April 2023
Burning will be allowed under the following strict conditions:
� The Chief Fire Officers of the Local Municipalities must approve all burning operations according to their respective
burning permit systems.
� In the absence of a Chief Fire Officer, the Fire Protection Officer of the local Fire Protection Association must
approve all burning operations according to their respective burning permit system and Community Safety By-laws.
� Landowners must apply a minimum of seven (7) days prior to burning for pre-approval.
� Final approval for burning must be obtained on the day of the proposed burn.
� All bordering landowners must be informed of burning operations in terms of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act
(Act 101 of 1998) (NVFFA).
� The NVFFA places a duty on all landowners to have all precautions in place to prevent a fire from spreading or
causing damage.
The public is urged to be extremely vigilant and to report any fires to the Local Municipalities
• Makana (Alicedale, Grahamstown, Riebeeck East): 046 6224444 / 080 111 4444
• Kouga (Hankey, Humansdorp, JeffreysBay, Oyster Bay, Patensie, St Francis Bay): 042 2910250
• Koukamma (Joubertina, Kareedouw, Louterwater, Storms River, Coldstream, Clarkson, Misgund, Krakeel): 071 869
3235
• Ndlambe (Alexandria, Bathurst, Boknes, Bushmans River, Cannon Rocks, Kenton-on-Sea, Port Alfred): 046 6241111
• Sundays River Valley (Addo, Kirkwood, Paterson): 042 2300942
• Blue Crane Route (Cookhouse, Pearston, Somerset East): 042 2433281
• Dr Beyers Naude (Aberdeen, Graaff-Reinet, Nieu Bethesda, Jansenville, Klipplaat, Steytlerville, Willowmore): 060
4250 113 / 084 256 1536
or the Sarah Baartman District Municipal Disaster Management Centre at 041 508 7048 / Toll free 080 022 2238, Fire
Protection Associations, alternatively to the Ambulance services at 10177, South African Police services at 10111 and
the Public Emergency centre at 112.
Any persons contravening this notice may be liable and face prosecution under the Fire Brigade Services Act 99 of
1987, National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998) or any other applicable legislation.
For any further information kindly contact Mr K Majokweni at 082 628 3359 / 041 508 7036 of the SBDM or Mr P
Mabandla at 071 604 3160 of the EC – PDMC
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
FIRE PROHIBITION PERIOD

2022/2023
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EXECUTIVE MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Dear residents,

The live National Arts
Festival (NAF) returned to
Makhanda following a two-
year absence.
On behalf of the residents of
Makhanda I would like to
thank the festival organisers
for working around the
clock, under challenging
circumstances, to ensure
that the live festival made a
successful return.  

Government repealed the
remaining COVID-19
regulations on the 24th June
2022, just one day into the
National Arts Festival.  On
the other hand this year’s
NAF was planned around
the COVID-19 regulations
which included the
mandatory wearing of
masks indoors, limitation of
gatherings and vaccination
proof or PCR negative tests. 

As a result when
government announced
that the regulations would
be repealed, quick action
needed to be taken to open
up venues and make the
necessary changes to open
up the Festival. 
This had an obvious impact
on the NAF experience for
local people. 

Business people who normally put up
stalls in High Street and other venues
during the Festival were advised in
writing not to come to Makhanda to put
up their stalls to ensure adherence to the
COVID-19 protocols that were in place
before the start of the Festival. When the
regulations were repealed it was too late
to invite stall owners to the Festival. 

We would like to express our deepest
appreciation to NAF Board led by
Chairperson Mr Ayanda Mjekula, NAF
CEO Ms Monica Newton and her whole
team, the Grahamstown Foundation and
Government in general for the continued
support of this special festival. As the
people of Makhanda we take great pride
in hosting the NAF every year and we
hope the 50th edition of NAF will take
place without any disruption and
complications. 
 

We support the
Festival fully and
we will do our
utmost best to
ensure that it
continues to grow
bigger and better
every year.

We would also like
to congratulate all
Makana artists and
arts groups that
participated in the
NAF. This shows
that we are truly a
city of the arts, not
just the hosts. 

Congratulations to
Dr Mahala on his
recent win at the
PanSALB
Multilingualism
Awards for English
Literature.

We look forward to
an even better
2023 National Arts
Festival!!

Thank you.

MAKANA LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY

EXECUTIVE
MAYOR

HONOURABLE
COUNCILLOR
YANDISWA

VARA 
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NATIONAL SPEAKERS' FORUM

The Speaker of
Sarah
Baartman
District
Municipality
and Speakers
from local
municipalities
in the district
attended the
Salga National
Speakers
Council from
13 - 14 July
2022.:

FROM SBDM
FACEBOOK
PAGE

INDUCTION WORKSHOP FOR
WARD COMMITTEES

Makana Local Municipality Ward Committee
members attended an Induction workshop
in the City Hall last month. They were
educated about their duties and
responsibilities, as well as local government
and legal policy frameworks. The workshop
was conducted by the Eastern Cape
Department of Cooparative Governance and
Traditional Affairs.
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PREPARING THE YOUTH FOR WORK

At least 15 young people from Makana Local Municiplaity took part in an induction
programme, which is designed to prepare them for the job market, through the National
Youth Service Programme (NYSP). All the beneficiaries have now been placed in various
departments within the municipality. The NYS Programme was initiated in October 2003

as a special Presidential programme to address high levels of youth unemployment by
creating opportunities for voluntary service and skills development for young people.

Makana LM acquired the services of a Hydroblast machine for unblocking drains
(sewer and stormwater), where simple rodding cannot manage. 

UNBLOCKING THE SYSTEM
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LAUNCH OF MAKANA DISABILITY
FORUM

Makana Local Municipality launched the Makana Disability Forum on Friday, 22 July
2022. The launch took place at the Noluthando Community Hall. The forum will ensure
issues relating to and affecting people with disabilities in Makana are addressed. The
forum will be afforded the necessary functions and powers to ensure the it carries out
its mandate successfully.
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EXECUTIVE MAYOR VISITS
PROMISING TOWNSHIP MUSEUM

The Executive Mayor of Makana Local Municipality, Councillor Yandiswa Vara along with
her family visited the Princess Zila Lobengula Museum in Fingo Village during the
National Arts Festival. The Executive Mayor was invited by Mr Sizwe Mda, who runs and
maintains the museum. Items in the museum include very old rifles, military head gear,
beads and various interesting old items. All of these were found at the site and are
currently being preserved by Mr Mda.
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The South African Revenue Service will be
visiting BB Zondani Community Hall in
Makhanda on the dates below to assist

taxpayers with the submission of income tax
returns, eFiling, Mobi App income tax

registration and general enquiries on tax
matters.
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Makana Local Municipality is committed to
cleaning up the illegal dumping sites all
around our community. However, if we want
to see real results we also have to play our
part.
Illegal dump sites are a direct result of
knowingly dumping domestic refuse in areas
that are not meant for dumping. This creates
a health hazard for the community,
environment and animals. This also creates a
financial burden on the municipality because
of the cost of clearing illegal dumping sites.
Clearing illegal dumping sites is expensive.
This week Makana LM cleared a massive pile
of rubbish around the JD Dlepu stadium in
Joza. JD Dlepu is a recreational facility that is
currently being used by the community and
young people to play sport.
Executive Mayor Cllr Yandiswa Vara
encouraged residents of the area to ensure
that no illegal dumping takes place in their
area. "Please make sure that no one will
dump refuse in that place anymore. This is
our town we must be responsible for keeping
it clean."
Makana LM would like to appeal to the
community to guard against dumping in that
cleaned up space around the stadium to
ensure that the area can remain clean. Let's
work together to keep our communities clean
and safe.

TOGETHER WE CAN KEEP OUR COMMUNITY CLEAN
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CLLR YANDISWA VARA
EXECUTIVE MAYOR

 

CLLR. MABHUTI MATYUMZA
SPEAKER OF THE COUNCIL

 

CLLR. ZODWA CETU
COUNCIL WHIP

 

CLLR. GCOBISA MENE
Engineering and Infrastructure

Chairperson 
 

CLLR PHUMELELE PETER
WARD 1 COUNCILLOR

 

CLLR. LUNGA MASINDA
WARD 7 COUNCILLOR

 

CLLR. LUVUYO SIZANI
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. MZOBANZI NKWENTSHA
Local Economic Development

and Planning Chairperson 
 

Council

CLLR. ZANOKHANYO HOYI
Finance  Chairperson 

 

CLLR. RUMSELL MPUMZI XONXA
Corporate and Shared Services 

 Chairperson 
 

CLLR. THANDOLWETHU VAYO
Public Safety and Community

Services Chairperson 
 

CLLR. RUMSELL MPUMZI XONXA
WARD 2 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. ZANOKHANYO HOYI
WARD 3 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. GEOFFREY EMBLING
WARD 4 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. GCOBISA MENE
WARD 5 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. VUYANI JEZI
WARD 6 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. CARY CLARK
WARD 8 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. THOZAMILE YAKA
WARD 9 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. ZODWA CETU
WARD 10 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. SAKHIWO ZONO
WARD 11 COUNCILLOR

CLLR. MZOBANZI NKWENTSHA
WARD 12 COUNCILOR

CLLR. WANDISILE MATINA
WARD 13 COUNCILOR

CLLR. VUYANI NESI
WARD 14 COUNCILOR

CLLR. BRIAN JACKSON
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. XOLANI G MADYO
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. LUNGISA SIXABA
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. DIBANISILE GEELBOOI
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. ZONWABELE MANTLA
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. AMANDA DEKE
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. THANDISIZWE MATEBESE
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. MZAMO BOOYSEN
PR COUNCILLOR

CLLR. ANELISA BENTELE
PR COUNCILLOR
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The completion of Phase 2 of  the James Kleynhans Water Treatment Works upgrade 
 went out on tender on Monday, 01  August 2022. The new completion date will be
confirmed once the contractor is appointed. The project is implemented by Amatola
Water. Earlier this year councillors visited the plant for an oversight meeting.
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ABOUT US
This publication is the official newsletter of Makana Municipality. It has been

published
by the Communications Unit. The newsletter is publilshed to keep the

community informed of news within the Makana area.
CONTACT US

City Hall ~ High Street ~ Grahamstown ~ 6139 | Tel: +27 (0) 46 603
6111 | Website: www.makana.gov.za | Email:

amjekula@makana.gov.za
 

Office of the Municipal Manager 
Tel: 046 603 6131

Email: roxop@makana.gov.za
 

Office of the Executive Mayor
Tel: 046 603 6133

Email: yalezwakhonza@makana.gov.za
 

Office of the Speaker
Tel: 046 603 6071

 Email: nsanti@makana.gov.za
 
 


