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MEDIA STATEMENT
06 APRIL 2023
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL OPERATION CRACKS THE WHIP ON NONCOMPLIANT BUSINESSES
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Makana Local Municipality led an inter-governmental operation which seeks to ensure that local shops comply with the necessary health and safety standards. 

Many expired goods were confiscated from various shops in Makhanda on Wednesday, 05 April 2023, following yet another successful operation. This is the second operation of this nature that was initiated by the municipality. The first local Operation Fiela Campaign took place on 14 December 2022.
The operation kicked off at the Diamond Cash and Carry store in Beaufort Street, where it was discovered that a large amount of the stock was expired. The Shop was ordered to close immediately to ensure that the expired stock was removed. Following an inspection into the back area of the shop old food and other goods were found discarded in the store room. The condition of the store room was highly hazardous, as gas and paraffin were stored in close proximity to electrical plugs.

The next shop in line was Five Star Supermarket, which had been visited in the first operation. The aim of the visit was to check whether the shop had cleaned up its act or not. At first glance it appeared that the store had made significant improvements from the last visit, however, all this changed when officials stepped into the store room at the back. Scores of expired goods were discovered stashed in the store room and had to be confiscated. 

After the first operation many residents had requested that the operation also visit stores in the township. The first shop to be visited in the township was Maisha Supermarket in R Street. Several expired items were confiscated in the shop and it was also discovered that the shop owners kept flammable equipment in a confined space. 

The last stop was at Jackie Supermarket and Butchery in Fingo Village, where various expired goods were also confiscated. There officials also found slaughtered and live animals in the butchery. The owners were ordered to produce proof of payment for the livestock found at the store, which they ultimately did.   
Operation Fiela is a multidisciplinary interdepartmental operation aimed at eliminating criminality and general lawlessness from our communities. As the word “fiela” means to sweep clean, government is ridding communities of crime and criminals so that communities can be and feel safe. The ultimate objective of the operation is to create a safe and secure environment for all in South Africa.

The stakeholders carrying out the Operation are focusing on the prevention and combating of various crime types and addressing the safety concerns of the citizens of the municipality:

· Business premises searched for illegal activities and compliance with by-laws.

· Checking businesses and confiscating counterfeit goods.
· Illegal power connections.

· Illegal advertisement boards

· Human trafficking, illegal firearms and other related offences

· Possession and dealing in drugs

· Possession of unlicensed firearms & ammunition

· Liquor related offences

Stakeholders that participated in the operation were: Makana Local Municipality: Traffic officers, Fire officers, Health inspectors, Electricians, Meter readers; South African Police Services, Hi-tec Security.

Trolley loads of goods were confiscated from the shops and destroyed. Some shops were closed due to illegal electricity connections and other violations. A number of people were arrested for failing to produce valid identification and having expired papers.
The Executive Mayor said the initiative would continue until they are satisfied with compliance in all local businesses. “The operation will visit many more businesses until were are happy that all shops comply.”  
Immediately after the raids the stakeholders proceeded to the N2 to kick-start the Easter Holidays road safety operation.
Some of the key areas of focus for the campaign and during the roadblock included:

· fatigue or driver fitness

· drinking and driving

· use of seat belts
· checking vehicles for roadworthiness

· checking driving licences
Stakeholders at the roadblock included the South African Police Service (SAPS), South African Emergency Services (Ambulance Services), Local Security Companies (Hi-Tec Security), Makana Traffic and Fire Departments. 

Issued by the Makana Local Municipality Communications Office. 

Enquiries: Mr Anele Mjekula 083 768 0515 or amjekula@makana.gov.za
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