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MEDIA STATEMENT
02 JUNE 2022
SEND OFF FIT FOR A GIANT
Makana Local Municipality paid a fitting final tribute to late senior employee Mr Fundile Jeff Budaza during a dignified memorial service at the Extension 6 Indoor Sports Centre in Joza yesterday, 01 June 2022. The funeral service will take place tomorrow, 03 June at the same venue at 9am. 
Mr Budaza fondly known as Giant or Jeff was gunned down in his home in Extension 4 on 25 May 2022. Details around the shooting are still unclear. Makana LM is confident that the perpetrator/s will be found and that the law will take its course. 
Scores of mourners from various sectors of society gathered at the memorial service to pay their final respects to Mr Budaza. Speakers at on the day included Makana LM Executive Mayor, Cllr Yandiswa Vara, Council Speaker Cllr Mabhuti Matyumza, Ndlambe Council Speaker Cllr Andile Marasi, Director of Public Safety and Community Services Mr Kelello Magkoka, EC Sports Confederation President Mr Mzondeleli Qotoyi, Department of Arts, Sports and Culture senior official Mr Bafundi Makubalo, Samwu representative Mr Siphiwo Kate, long-time friend Mr Makhaya Ben, Local Football Association chairperson Mr Afika Adam and Maru FC representative Mr Siya Dumiso. The service was co-chaired by senior officials Mr Likhaya Ngandi and Mr Vukile Wali. 
Our visibly emotional Executive Mayor said Makana had lost an invaluable employee, whose dedication will be sorely missed. “I wasn’t sure whether to read [from a prepared speech] or to speak from the heart.” The Executive Mayor lauded Mr Budaza for his contribution in the workplace and in the many roles he occupied in in sports in the province. Mr Budaza was the Manager of Parks and Recreation at Makana LM and he was the general secretary of the EC Sports Confederation. 

His file was officially closed by the Director of Corporate and Shared Services Mr Xolela Kalashe at the end of the memorial service. Bishop Bongani Mchuba conducted the prayer session.    

Mr Budaza will be remembered for his deep passion and involvement in sport and community development. Makana Municipality would like to pass its sincerest condolences to the friends and family of Mr Budaza. We will continue to keep you in our prayers during these tough times. 
 

Enquiries: Mr Anele Mjekula 083 768 0515 or amjekula@makana.gov.za
Issued by the Makana Communications Office.
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