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MEDIA STATEMENT
09 SEPTEMBER 2021
MAKHANDA TO PORT ALFRED ROUTE TO BE REVAMPED
The 53-kilometre route from Makhanda to Port Alfred will receive a much-needed makeover. This was announced by Eastern Cape Transport MEC Weziwe Tikana on Thursday, 09 September, during a meeting with councillors and stakeholders at the Makana Local Municipality Council Chambers. 
The R167million project is expected to get underway this month, starting from Makhanda towards Port Alfred. Outlining the purpose of the meeting the MEC said she was in Makhanda to officially introduce the Consultant, Gilgal Development Consulting Engineers and the Contactor, Tau Pele Construction. The project duration is 16 months, commencing on 12 September. 
In his welcoming address Makana Municipality Executive Mayor Cllr Mzukisi Mpahlwa said they would continue to engage with Ndlambe Municipality going forward. The Acting Mayor of Ndlambe Municipality Cllr Andile Malgas who was part of the meeting also assured the MEC that the two municipalities and stakeholders would work together to ensure that the multi-million rand project runs smoothly.  
The key focus areas of the project are: 

· Base and Surface repairs to underlying existing pavement layers, where required along the route.

· Crack sealing

· Filling of ruts along the route

· Surface texture corrections (where required)

· New surfacing consisting of a 14 mm Cape Seal in the urban and peri-urban areas along the route (km 0 -19.4, km 37.53 –41.57 and km 50.92 –53.52)

· Double Seal with 14mm aggregate and a layer of 7mm aggregate in the rural areas along the route (km 19.4 –37.53 and km 41.57 –50.92)

· Painting of new line marking and installation of reflective road studs.
· Installation of new road signs.

· Repair and installation of guardrails

· Construction of sidewalks and bus embayment at certain locations along the route

· Construction of concrete lined drains as and where required

· Shaping of existing side drains

· Cleaning of existing storm water pipes / culverts

· Fencing repairs

· Bush Clearing

· Grass Cutting

Local Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMMEs) who attended the meeting were happy with the explanation given by the MEC and her delegation regarding the process to be followed in terms of the appointment and remuneration of SMMEs.
The Proposed Procurement Process of SMMEs according to the scope of works:
· To be conducted in a “phased” approach

· Apply to Municipalities for lists of SMME’s data bases.

· Shortlist SMMEs based on CIDB grading, previous works experience etc from data bases.

· Shortlisted SMMEs to tender on works packages

· Negotiate rates prior to awarding

· Award SMME Packages
The project will create a considerable amount of job opportunities for residents who reside in the area where the project is going to take place. The MEC appealed to stakeholders at the meeting not to halt the project as this would cost the department more money in penalties resulting from the delays. “The only delay must weather related not protests.” 

The MEC also indicated that funds had been identified to rehabilitate the local taxi route (M Street) and that work should start in the second week of October. For more updates on that and more follow our Facebook page: Makana Local Municipality   
ENDS

Issued by the Makana Municipality Communications Office. 
Mr Anele Mjekula, Assistant Media and Communications Officer Makana Municipality at 083 768 0515.
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